DESTRUCTION   OF  A  MOORISH   FLEET.                              123

these,   named  Solyman,   having  gained  the   support of   CHAP.
Annaya, was crowned by him, and for his  own security ^_^^,
entered into a strong alliance with, and gave countenance      A.D.
and encouragement to, the Portuguese.    We must now    1506.
return to India.

Seeing that the Portuguese were establishing their posi-
tion in India, the Zamorin of Calicut sought the aid of
the Soldan of Cairo, in conjunction with whom prepara-
tions were made with much secrecy for a great naval
attack, with the view of driving them from the Eastern
seas. A travelling European, however, named Ludovic of
Bologna, disguised as a Moslem fakir, visiting Calicut,
fell in there with the two Italian deserters in the Zamorin's
employ, fraternised with them, and soon ascertained that
preparations on a big scale were afoot. He succeeded in
escaping to the Cananor fort, and was thence dispatched
to Cochin to lay his information before the Viceroy. Dom
Francisco thereupon sent his son, Dom Lourengo, with
^eleven sail to counteract any attempts that might be
made to that effect, who, having learned that there was a
large fleet in the Roads of Cananor, he proceeded thither ,
on the 16th March, 1506, just in time to intercept an
armada of Turks and Moors, which the Zamorin had
launched against Cananor. This armada consisted of
large vessels, gathered from Ponani, Calicut, Kappatt,
Pantalayini Kollam, and Darmapattanam. Lourengo de
Almeida steered his ship straight between two vessels
carrying Turkish troops, and soon dispersed the enemy,
whose armada retreated towards Darmapattanam. The
wind falling adverse, however, they were again driven
north towards Cananor. They sent a message to Louren9o
to say they had not come to fight, and wished to pass to
the northward. To this, however, Lourengo would not
listen; he again closed with them, and nearly 3,000
Moslems, it is said, fell in the battle, and the ships that
survived the attack were scattered in all directions. The
Portuguese loss was very slight, and the victory so com-